Baden-Württemberg.de
BIOGRAPHY

Winfried Kretschmann

Dennis Williamson

Winfried Kretschmann has been Minister-President of the State of Baden-Württemberg since May
2011. He cultivates a new style of politics and has set himself the target of implementing a process
of ecological and social renewal in the State.
Winfried Kretschmann was born on May 17, 1948 in Spaichingen. He grew up in a liberal Catholic
household which encouraged free thinking and debate, while engaging fully in the rich variety of the
ecclesiastical year. From his village in the hills of the Schwäbische Alb, he attended the Grammar
School in Oberschwaben.
After passing his university entrance examination, Winfried Kretschmann first completed his
compulsory military service and went on to study biology and chemistry at the University of Hohenheim
prior to taking his grammar school teaching qualification in 1977. He then held posts as a teacher in
Stuttgart, Esslingen, Mengen and Bad Schussenried.
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Politically active since his time as a student, Kretschmann and other like-minded associates founded
The Green Party in Baden-Württemberg in 1979. One year later, Winfried Kretschmann became a
member of the first parliamentary group of The Green Party to be elected to the State Parliament of
Baden-Württemberg. In 1986, he was appointed by Hessen’s Minister of the Environment Joschka
Fischer as a policy advisor to the first Green Party Ministry of the Environment. After two years in
Wiesbaden, he returned to the Baden-Wurttemberg State Parliament in 1988, where he has remained
ever since with only one period out of office. In 2002, Kretschmann was elected Chairman of the Green
Party in parliament which he remained until 2011.
On May 12, 2016, Winfried Kretschmann was re-elected Minister-President of Baden-Württemberg in the
State Parliament, gaining 82 of 142 votes.
Kretschmann has been married to his wife Gerlinde since 1975. The couple have three adult children. A
keen DIY enthusiast, Kretschmann is able to unwind best working around the house and garden or
hiking in the hills of the Schwäbische Alb.
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